4

i A

LONDOK ¢ze=mvE= (U¥)
2L yMpY 10B2

" MI6 paid for election ’

by IAN MATHER

BRITISH Intelligence sub-
sidised an eiection campaign in
the Sevchelies 1o belp secure the
victory of James Mancharm,
then President, agains: his jefi-
wing opponent.
Mancham, now living in exile
in Londop, says he acceptec
.payments from M6 offerec
i tiually by & map named Fox
i Tolbert, who visited him a: his

; London botel room and gave an

{address and box number in
: Oxford.

Contributions - totalling
£12,000 were paid ‘reguias)y
into Manchzm’s bank accoun:
for use in the eiection campaign

of Apri 1074, according 1o

Manchar’s avtobiography,
‘ Paradise Rapec * (Methuer).

Manchas. was'visiting Lop-
GOr ¢ UV tc persuade the
Governmen: 10 offer the Seveb-
elles full integration+ witk

‘Briin, Brimin refuseé anc

pressured him into demanding
independence .
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Thes ‘Tolbery,' & wll, well-
buill, smarily dressed man
wearing z ciub tie, arrived. He
scarched under the table gnd
chairs, checked the televisiop
anc examined the bathroom,
expiaining © ‘ in .this electronic
age; "yYOU pever know what
mught be around.’

He said : ‘committee® he
represented, whose names
would h2ve 10 remain unknown
to Mancham, was satisfied that
Albert Rene, leader of the

| opposition Seychelles Peopie's

' United Party, was ‘in the pav
of the communists.’ It had been
deagdec 10 provide Manchem’s
Sevebelies Democrztic  Party
with z monthiv allowance .

Mancham wen: on to win the
elecuior with 53 per cent of the
votes, but with 2 big majoriry of

" sears. Ir june 1076 the Seveh-
| elies becamne independent and =
' vezr jater Mancham was ousted
by Rene whiie attending &
Commonwealth conference in
- London.

© _Jus: _ before independence,

iMancham sls0 signe 3 goon.
Inenl xuthorisine the !

Centre’ Intellipence Agency to
_Orzamse nis-intelligence svstem
10 mMONIior_Opposiion groups,
10 Ta:r 2 paremilita=v unic. and
10 _subsidise the eychelies
Weekiv. z locel D 2 with

the monev to be paig through
dbe US 1z Nar

-Bui investigations into the. Clat
Jr_Amenc led o the project
being delrved, then daropped T,
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